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HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
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Habitation Furnishing + Design 
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Our Grand Opening in Grand Style! 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 4649 Bloomington Avenue 


AM E R ІС АМ Ғ АМ І LY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
PINSURANCE Mi 


Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis, MN 
e INSURER American Family Insurance Company 


: American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartel l@a mfam.com 
All your protection under one roof ° Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


Finest of. 2 UXULY 


Luxury Apartments 
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1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S ПО West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612.339.9600 651.698.8866 612.342.0110 
marquetteplace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 
indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Unfumished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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Stop: 
- wage garnishment - bank levies - foreclosure - creditor phone calls 


Call for a FREE consultation with an 
experienced bankruptcy attorney 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 
651-645-1211 


2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420, St. Paul, MN 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Lavender’s SCORE Thursday: Batter Up 


As I write this, the Minnesota Lynx, our fa- 
mous and winning WNBA team, is gearing up for 
the first game of the Western Conference Finals 
(edit: THEY WON). It's a Thursday night and 
downtown Minneapolis should be hopping with 
Lynx fans, ready to cheer them on to victory. Even 
if they weren't playing tonight at the Target Center 
itself, there's usually a game-watching party so that 
all the fans can gather together and roar for our 
team. What is it about gathering with other sporty 
people that's so fun? Athletes play hard, on and off 
the clock. There's a common language and experience. Teammates co- 
operate and see each other at their best and worst, pushing themselves 
and each other to the limit. Fans cheer, they crest and fall with their 
teams. And gay sports teams have even more to draw each other to- 
gether, a shared experience that tends to be a unifying one. 

Lavender is bringing all the rainbow athletes and fans together for a 
party every month. Every third Thursday of every month there will be 
a new event in town called SCORE Thursdays for all the athletes, fans 
of athletics, and related people. We'll have drink specials, free appetiz- 
ers, prizes to win, and each SCORE Thursday will feature a different 
GLBT sports league or group of teams who'll be hosts of the evening 
and selling raffle tickets for their teams, the first being the Twin Cities 


END 
D Eg. 


76С0ВЕ 


Goodtime Softball League in October. 

Did I mention the part about the first SCORE 
Thursday being at Union’s new main level Bar 
& Grill that has a whole new menu and a whole 
lotta TVs for watching sports? Yes. This is where 
I come in. I don’t consider myself to be sporty or 
even really know much about sports, but I’m a fan 
of people who like sports. And, on top of being a 
fan of people who like sports, I am also a fan of 
good food. I’ve already done my scouting and have 
my plans for Union Bar & Grill’s new menu that in- 
clude Mac & Cheese Bites as a warm up; a Thanksgiving Sandwich with 
smoked turkey, triple cream brie, fresh cranberries, crispy onions, and 
gravy as my starting lineup; and a piece of Red Velvet Cake with cream 
cheese frosting and Nutella ice cream for overtime. Okay, so maybe I 
am into sports after all. 

I hope to see you at our first SCORE Thursday on October 15, from 
5:30 to 8:00, at Union Bar & Grill at 731 Hennepin Avenue in Downtown 
Minneapolis. If you want to teach me the rules of whatever sport is on 
the nearest TV, you're welcome to join me. Feel free to bring me a Pome- 
granate Spritzer which we can add to my crew; it can be a cheerleader. 

Go team, 

Andy 


MATCHMAKING FOR EXC 


PTIONAL MEN 


ELITE 


PRIVATE SEAR CH 


Elite Private Search personally recruits the most qualified matches for our most selective clients. 
We do two things: specialized matchmaking and arranging incredible first dates. 


Join today and be dating tomorrow! 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Ego As Big As the Ritz: 
Apotheosis of a Clerk 


Kim Davis, Kentucky’s law-defying clerk, went to jail. The next day, 
William Smith Jr. and James Yates, partners for ten years, were the first 
gay couple to receive a marriage license in Rowan County. 

Soon, Davis was released and back on the job. Sort of. Torn between 
the “seemingly impossible choice” between her God-directed con- 
science and doing the job she’d sworn to do, Davis went to earth in her 
office, an officer guarding the closed door. Outside, anti-gay protesters 
were allowed in to harass same-sex couples applying for licenses. 

Davis decided not to interfere with her deputy clerks signing mar- 
riage licenses, but would not herself authorize them, then stated their 
validity was thus suspect. “I just want to serve my neighbors quietly, 
without violating my conscience,” she said disingenuously, not acknowl- 
edging that she was still intent on barring other citizens, with their own 
deeply held beliefs, from obtaining legal documents. 

If every license issued in Morehead county must be authorized 
under Davis' name, why have any deputies at all (other than her son)? 
And her straight constituency? Everyone at some time requires a li- 


cense or permit. Will they now be granted only as Davis' God dic- 
tates? To Muslims, Jews, atheists? To other fervent Christians like 
former president Jimmy Carter, who believes Jesus would agree to 
gay marriage? How many more of Davis' deeply held beliefs will 
now bubble to the surface? 

The situation is both comic and cautionary. Davis, in an act of leger- 
demain, has seemingly conjured a Schróedinger's marriage license that 
is both valid and not valid, stirring up an egregious rule of church over 
state, all under her control. Watching Davis perform onstage in front 
of the jail after her “release,” hands raised with her lawyer and former 
governor Mike Huckabee, gloating to the strains of “Eye of the Tiger” 
from Rocky III, one feels a disconnect with her humble, “I don't want to 
have this conflict. I don't want to be in the spotlight, and I certainly don't 
want to be a whipping post [sic]. I am no hero. I'm just a person who has 
been transformed by the grace of God." 

Her God. The one that is now dictating what rights Davis's fellow 
citizens in Rowan County Morehead shall enjoy. Who's next? m 


If you call a contractor yourself, 
that still counts as DIY. 


Look to a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next 
major project. You'll be greeted with competitive rates, flexible 
payment options and people who genuinely care. 


HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 


Introductory Rate for 5 months 
Rates as low as 


1.50. 


Rate available 9/12/15- 11/20/15. 
Rates аге subject to change. 


usbank.com/dreambig | 800.209.BANK (2265) 


Variable rate after 
Introductory period 


3.99 ^» 


Actual rates may vary. 
Visit your local branch or usbank.com. 


[(T3bank. 


%1,50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.50% during the five-month 
Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 12, 2015-Моуетрег 20, 2015. After the five-month introductory period: 
the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 2015, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines 
of Credit ranged from 2.99% APR to 8.25% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV at or above 80%, a low credit score and/or not having a U.S. Bank 
personal Package Checking account. A U.S. Bank personal package checking account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state 
law, or below 1.5096 APR. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may 
vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment may be unavailable. Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. 


unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related 


= Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is 


funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. See the Consumer Pricing Information brochure for terms and 
EQUAL Housing Conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Package Checking accounts. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National 


LENDER Association. Member FDIC ©2015 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved. 150859 9/15 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


PRESENTED BY: 


Itane ELITE 


PRIVATE SEARCH 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 
Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, НСМС5 LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 
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SCENE 


FOOD & DINING 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


4 Bells 


It’s been two long years of looking from Loring Park to the perfect patio 
at the former Joe’s Garage and longing to lounge there with a cocktail. Final- 
ly, 4 Bells has opened its doors to a collective cheer from the neighborhood. 
It was 2013 when the restaurant announced its closing and that the Butcher 
& the Boar team would reopen with a new concept. Enough time has passed 
that there have been plenty of staffing changes, a shift in concept, and a ma- 
jor renovation has transformed the building from the (sub)floor up. 

Now helming the kitchen is Butcher & the Boar’s former chef Brendan 
McDonald. McDonald is well-versed in the ways of the meat, but the chef 
takes 4 Bells inspiration from South Carolina’s Low-Country for this menu. 
What this means for us diners is a whole slew of fresh seafood, plenty of Old 
Bay, and piles of fried chicken. 

The reason for the delay in opening was that the historic building re- 
quired much gentle jack-hammering (yes, that’s a thing). A new basement 
was dug and the walls were taken down to their bare brick. What has been 
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rebuilt allows for lower level outdoor seating, a sleek bar, a back semi-private 
dining area, and an elegant open kitchen lined with wide bar stools. These 
might just be the most coveted seats when the weather doesn’t allow for 
outdoor dining. The room twists, turns and harbors three different kitchens. 
Upstairs there are gorgeous wood tables awaiting private occasions and the 
rooftop has been remade from a literal flat rooftop with a few tables and 
chairs to an all-season dining area — a sister seating to Butcher & the Boar’s 
beer garden. 

In the back alley, a walk-up window has been added, along with more 
seating that will eventually be open for late night grab-and-go. 

An initial tasting of the menu is a briny, Old Bay-perfumed delight. 
Freshly shucked oysters, clams, shrimp, and lobster are all available au 
natural, lightly dressed, or gently cooked. The seafood cocktail is a fun and 
sloppy starter of ocean-cooled seafood swimming in a house-mixed cocktail 
sauce, served with saltine crackers baked by the kitchen. Oysters Rocke- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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Pizza & Pasta 
Good for All Seasons 


С x 
Jakeeno's | 


seo Since L975 nn 


` 


^ 
Dao Chicago Aves N 
Minneapolis 


612.825.6827 


Lunchtime Delivery Everymiere 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon —Ə—— .—— 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice Fa \ \ 
wE ОЕЦУЕН je саклан CAKUN- RESTORE 


'AMIC 
CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


Help us celebrate our 40th Anniversary with a visit to our 

NEWLY REMODELED BAR and PRIVATE DINING ROOM, 

complete with our own entrance on 9th Street. Opening in 
October, taking holiday reservations now! 


Po r c can 


Our meeting and event space includes a private 
board room for 10, a semi-private area for 24 
апа а private room for 40. You provide the 


hungry guests, pot and forks on us! 


1 drome to 
qoNDUE ira 
The & 
Melting Dot. 
a fondue restaurant 


во s. 9TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405 * MELTINGPOT.COM 


a 


7 days a week! 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 

$5 Off All Buckets O’ Beer 

$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 2 

Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` 

on Monday & Tuesdays! š 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


Glaza a um Gama a a 7 ermoes com 
22 West Tin Steck атара Бот? | 65122218100% 
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BY JOY SUMMERS 


1. French Fries and Cauliflower Au Gratin. 2. Southern Fried Chicken. 3. Pimento Mac & Cheese. 
4. Oysters Rockefeller. 5. Gin & Tonic, Moscow Mule, Mr. Perkin's Punch. 6. Baby Octopus. 


feller are given an updated tweak with 
the benefit of chicken fat and sourdough 
breadcrumbs. 

The sides are dishes to delight 
your inner child, like pimento mac and 
cheese, cauliflower au gratin (remem- 
ber Mom said to eat those vegetables), 
and skinny, salty French fries. All work 
as excellent happy hour pairings with 
the extensive cocktail list. There are ton- 
ics on tap, sophisticated shooters (that 
are worth savoring), and party-time 
punches. A legacy of sharing DNA with 
Butcher & the Boar is that the bourbon 
drinks might just be the best. 

That aforementioned fried chicken 
is gunning for Revival’s top spot (and 
might fall slightly short). Pressure-fried 
to seal in the juices, the seasoning is just 
a touch flat. That minor criticism aside, 
the dish is served with a positively ad- 
dictive watermelon hot sauce that is 
available for augmenting any dish you 
like for an additional 50 cents. 

Chef McDonald is stretching be- 
yond the grilled meats he’s done so 
well, and showing some sophistication 
with dishes like the baby octopus salad. 


There is a subtle confidence in the ten- 
der meat mixed in with fresh greens, a 
bright chili-spiked vinaigrette, and fried 
hearts of palm. 

Service was sometimes а little 
green, still getting used to the space, 
menu, and the what-goes-where of any 
new job. However, all questions were 
answered with a welcome enthusiasm. 
If our server couldn’t answer right away, 
the person who could help was imme- 
diately tracked down. For diners with 
dietary concerns, they do have a book 
that clearly denotes which dishes are 
safe to order if you’re gluten-free, dairy 
intolerant, etc. 

At press time, not all kitchens were 
yet open, not all the spaces were serv- 
ing. After all this time, 4 Bells is in no 
hurry to open all, but instead taking the 
time to get this right. 


4 BELLS 

1610 Harmon Place 
Minneapolis 
612-904-1163 
www.4bells.com 
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X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


HARVEST 
WINE SALE 


15% Off 3-5 Bottles* 
25% Off 6+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


% 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


: Brian Pelers, DDS 


GUSTOMER 
REWARDS PROGRAM 


1 point = $1 spent 
250 points = $10 gift card 
500 points = $25 gift card 
1000 points = $60 gift card 


We Deliver! 


Call 612-871-2500 for details. 


SENIORS: 10% Off Non-sale wine, 
beer & liquor everyday!* 


Ask about our 
Wedding & Party Discounts. 


Fast, quality service & free parking. 


Family owned & operated 
for over 30 years. 
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WINE 
SPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


BOULEVARD 
CHIROPRACTIC 
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STRAIGHT 


7200 MINNETONKA BOULEVARD ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426 
(952) 925-4847 | 
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SPINE 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Annapurna. Photo by Dan Norman 


ANNAPURNA 

Through Oct. 18 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 

www.jungletheater.com 


Sharr White's drama can only work with two truly masterful 
actors because over 95 percent of the action occurs in a very 
tight space — a dilapidated mobile home in the Colorado Rock- 
ies. Joel Sass' set at the Jungle has ripped away one of the long 
sides of the mobile home where a man wearing only an apron 
with an oxygen supply strapped to his back is intruded on by his 
ex-wife he hasn't seen in years. 

Terry Hempleman and Angela Timberman as Ulysses and 
Emma do indeed provide the chops necessary for the roles. 
You can feel that the characters have a heavy shared history 
when Emma shows up unannounced. In the style and spirit of a 
Sam Shepard play, Ulysses looks more like a washed-up rodeo 
rider rather than the dried-up poet he really is. He is a man 
whose time seems to have almost run out. In the spirit of west- 
ern cowboy myth, he wanted his freedom, partied too hard for 
too long, never appreciated his blessings, and, of course, there's 
a deep dark secret. 

Timberman’s Emma splendidly personifies every woman 
who once trusted a husband-father, only to find that he was 
incapable of keeping up his end of the agreement both to her 
and their offspring. Nonetheless, she is nobly forgiving and 
understands that closure over an un-dealt-with past is vital if we 
are to grow and move forward. 

Sass has vividly captured the degenerative ramshackle 
character of an isolated trailer home — a single man’s pathetic 


last refuge in a life that went off 
the rails. Sass, also the show’s 
director, mines gold in “them thar 
hills” as Hempleman and Timber- 
man discover truths about one 
another’s characters as the play 
teases us till it reveals its deepest 
truth. This is the first show since 
Sarah Rasmussen recently took 
the artistic director reins at the 
Jungle Theater. 


Мона Suite f 


A New Musical by Keith Hovis 


Pioneer Suite. Photo by Heidi M. Garrido 


BROADWAY 
SONGBOOK — 

THE 70S SONGBOOK 
Oct. 9-11 

Ordway Center 

345 Washington St., St. Paul 
651-224-4222 
www.ordway.org 

A major shift has taken place on 
Broadway over the past gen- 
eration. Those great rock and 

pop recording artists of the 1970s 
were about the farthest thing away 
in the minds of both the general 
public and show business that one 
could imagine. However, in recent 
years, icons of that decade have 
emerged as Tony-winning artists 
and/or tunes from their recordings 
have been turned into musicals. 
When this trend began, there was 
some cynicism that Broadway 
was getting even more desper- 
ately commercial than ever. But in 
hindsight that was mistaken. Art- 
ists like Elton John , James Taylor, 
Carole King, and others have 
made powerful contributions to the 
legacy of The Great White Way. 
At the Ordway, James P. Rocco 
and Jeffrey P. Scott are preparing 
a salute to the ’70s and recording 
artists who would go on to create 
stage wonderment. 


PIONEER SUITE 

Oct. 3-18 

Nimbus Theatre 

1517 Central Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis 

612-816-8479 
www.freshwatertheatre.com 


Keith Hovis has written and 
composed the musical, Pioneer 
Suite, for Freshwater. He shares: 
“There were two reasons I was 
interested in writing the show, 
the first being that the Midwest 
is underrepresented in plays and 
especially in musicals. As a Min- 
nesota writer, born and bred, I 
wanted to write about our history. 
Second, I was intrigued by the 
idea of finding three stories that 
otherwise would not have been 
told and then building a show 
around them. As grandiose as it 
sounds, we live very finite lives 
and when we die most of our 
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LIGHT 


Things of Dry Hours. Photo by Tony Nelson 


cious anticommunist propaganda.) 
Director Wendy Knox has staged 
a deeply felt production with three 
penetrating performances. Warren 
Bowles plays an ostracized black 
communist intellectual who lives 
with his defiant daughter played 
by Hope Cervantes who has been 
educated by him, though she 
doesn’t accept the Communist 
Manifesto as a doctrine. When an 
illiterate white worker played by 
Sam Bardwell stumbles onto their 
property, the father mentors him. 
This production captures unnerv- 
ing sexual tension between the 
two younger people. Misunder- 
standings and bitterness plague 
communication on all sides. I just 
wanted them to kiss and fall in 
love. You'll have to see the show if 
you want to find out what happens. 
Includes nudity. 


stories will be lost. To me, this show was my way of saying that 
no matter who you are or what you do in your life, you make 
an impact on the world in some way. There is always a chance 
that, at some point, someone may find your story and by read- 
ing about it or retelling it you will live again, even if just for a 
moment. The deliberate choice of choosing Midwest women 
with a wide range of stories and struggles was also an attempt 
to showcase lost stories from a group that is not often repre- 
sented on stage." 


Yes, Sir! Photo by V.P. Virtucio 


THINGS OF DRY 
HOURS 


Through Oct. 4 

Playwrights' Center 

2301 Franklin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

612-724-3760 
www.franktheatre.org 

Naomi Wallace's drama, Things 

of Dry Hours, is one of the big- 

gest gusts of fresh air in recent 
years. She digs into a subject that 
ironically, has become taboo, not so 
much with conservatives, but with 
liberals: the historical fact that in the 
first half of the 20th century, people 
who are now protected some- 

what by historic legislation were 
actually active as Communist Party 
members. Moreover, as Wallace so 
graphically illustrates in her play, in 
the 1930s there was an astounding 
level of poverty and millions felt the 
American Way wasn't addressing 
it.In Alabama, black communists 
greatly outnumbered NAACP mem- 
bers and even some who aspired 

to the Ku Klux Klan were seriously 
considering a Marxist alternative. 
(Though not addressed by Wallace, 
at the same time vast numbers of 
communists among Germany’s Jew- 
ish population fueled the Nazis’ fero- 


YES, SIR! 


Oct. 16 

O'Shaughnessy Auditorium, 
St. Catherine University 

2004 Randolph Ave. S., St. Paul 
651-690-6700 
oshag.stkate.edu 

When acclaimed dancer, Nic 
Lincoln, worked with Patrick 
Corbin in 2013, as he says, “I 
decided to highlight HIV/AIDS 
within gay culture and dance/art 
culture. While in New York I saw 
an exhibit which spoke of the first 
five years of AIDS in New York. I 
was struck by the presentation and 
conversations sparked between 
gay men and myself in New York. 
I gleaned that it is important to 
honor our history and the sages 
who lived through that time of 
fear. I believe that it’s too easy to 
dismiss the power of our history 
as gays.” Lincoln then applied and 
received a grant from the State of 
Minnesota which provided the op- 
portunity to present six solos at the 
O’Shaughnessy. Minnesota AIDS 
Project will have a presence at Yes, 
Sir! to speak about their accom- 
plishments and what they stand 
for. MAP will receive 20 percent 
of ticket sales. Music by Venus de 
Mars and Jocelyn Hagen will also 
be part of the presentation. 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | BY SHANE LUECK 


Minnesota Native Alexander Johnson 
Competing at Home 


Photos by Jay Adeff 


Тһе U.S. Figure Skating Championships are held annually to crown 
U.S. Champions in ladies’, men’s, pairs, and ice dancing events. The an- 
nual event, held since 1914, is the nation’s most prestigious figure skat- 
ing event, serving as the final qualifying event to make the U.S. World 
Figure Skating Team and the U.S. Olympic Team every four years. 

For many Minnesotans, it seems like first steps were taken in a pair 
of ice skates. Alexander Johnson is no different, having started skating 
at a young age. Johnson grew up in Minnetonka, Minnesota, and is set 
to compete once again at the national level when the 2016 Prudential 
U.S. Figure Skating Championships come to St. Paul’s Xcel Energy 
Center in January. 


As a Minnesota native, what’s it like to be competing on home 
turf, so to speak? 

Alexander Johnson: I cannot wait to compete in St. Paul. I have lived 
in Colorado for the past five years of my life and I always enjoy my visits 
home to Minnesota. I'm very excited to be able to skate in front of my fam- 
ily and friends. The U.S. Championships are always so fun and having it in 
my home state makes it all the more special for me. 


How do you select your music? 

AJ: I believe that both my programs are very abstract. My short pro- 
gram is to music titled "Trance" and the whole story for the program has 
evolved from the concept of a wild cobra. My long program is to three dif- 
ferent pieces of music, “The Christ Trilogy" and “In the Act of Creation,” 
by Balazs Havasi and "Parce mihi Domine" by The Hillard Ensemble. I 
am portraying a monk in a temple; however, I play around with the theme 
and have added a more modern twist to it. Both my coach and I have say 
as to what music I skate to and each year we usually sit down and listen to 
music for hours and hours before we decide on a few pieces. We then play 
around with options on the ice and see what we like best before picking 
my programs for the season. 


OVERGIKE 


In typical Minnesotan fashion, you began on hockey skates 
in your backyard at age 3, with actual lessons at 9. You've been 
skating for a long time - how did you decide to start pursuing this 
professionally? 

AJ: I have to say that my older sister was a big reason as to why I got 
involved in figure skating. I always looked up to my sister and wanted to 
do everything that she did. Whenever she would have lessons, I would al- 
ways copy her and try to teach myself the elements she was doing. Eventu- 
ally, I started taking lessons as well and it was just a natural progression 
from there. I loved skating from a young age and that passion has been what 
spurred me to continue on this wild journey. 


Last year was your first time competing with lyrics and you 
commented that it takes figure skating to a whole new level. Can 
you tell me more about the use of lyrics in your program? 

AJ: I used lyrics last year to emphasize the story I was telling. I don't 
currently have lyrics in my program as the music that inspired me for 
this season was without them. However, I find that vocals can be a great 
way to get the crowd involved and open up a wider variety of music to be 
used in the sport. 


What keeps you motivated to keep going? 

AJ: I am extremely passionate about skating and I believe that I con- 
tinue to grow as an athlete and an artist. There is not a day where I don't 
learn something about the sport of figure skating or even about myself. I 
feel there is a lot left in me in terms of what I am able to contribute to the 
sport of skating and that continues to inspire me day in and day out. в 


For more information on the U.S. Figure Skating Championships and to pur- 
chase tickets, head to www.2016uschampionships.com. 
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UNSCRIPTED 


"It's a little dangerous when we get on stage together, because we try 
to embarrass each other and tell secrets.” 

That’s how Andy Cohen describes his relationship with Anderson 
Cooper, and rightfully so. Social media burst into life after Anderson Coo- 
per stopped by Andy Cohen’s talk show, Watch What Happens Live, and 
a viewer asked Cooper to reveal a secret about Cohen. After Cooper’s 
overshare about Cohen’s sex life, it was all downhill. 

Fans will get the chance to see the two try to one-up each other when 
they take the embarrassment on the road. Following the release of Co- 
hen’s book last year, Cooper interviewed him on stage in New York and 
the two discovered the fun they could have just talking to one another... 
in front of a live audience. AC2: An Intimate Evening with Anderson Cooper 
and Andy Cohen: Deep Talk and Shallow Tales brings the best-selling au- 
thors and pals, CNN anchor Anderson Cooper and Bravo talk show host 
Andy Cohen, to Minneapolis to share their stories and answer questions. 

"It's like hanging out with us and having cocktails," Cohen says. “We 
have a lot of chemistry and fun together. People said we should take it 
on the road, so we crafted this show. It’s a great night out! He claims that 
I’m doing it because I like going out with him to gay bars after the show, 
which isn’t entirely wrong.” 

The unscripted show (read: scandalous) begins each night with a 
general idea of what will be talked about, but things get changed up as 
the two see fit. “Sometimes it'll be like I haven't seen him in a few weeks 
and there's shit that I want to ask him because I saw him interview some- 
one orI saw him on TV and he looked irritated, or any number of things." 

In fact, their deviations from the plan are what get the biggest audi- 
ence reactions, but strangely no media coverage. 

"There's some stuff that I try to get him to tell that I can't believe 
hasn't gotten picked up anywhere," Cohen says. "There's this hilarious 
story about how we were on а trip together and he was supposed to leave 
to go to Hurricane Katrina and I was so pissed that he was leaving and 
begging him not to go. But beyond that, he almost died. Basically he 
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almost died. It doesn't sound funny, but it's unbelievable." 

Still not sure whether to see the two icons with their gloves off? 
This could change your mind: there aren't any stories that the two have 
agreed not to tell — everything is on the table. According to Cohen, what 
normally happens is the two will be sitting on stage, one will bring up 
something to which the other responds, “Are we really doing this now?" 
And then they go for it. 

Although Watch What Happens is taped in front of a live audience, 
Cohen still notes a difference between his talk show and AC2. “We have 
a general framework that we keep and Watch What Happens has a dif- 
ferent guest every time," he says. "This is like being with an old friend." 

Looking back on his lucrative career, Cohen loves to be in front of 
the camera. Having worked as a producer for CBS News for 10 years, he 
shifted to working behind the scenes for Bravo before someone finally 
suggested he take a turn on the other side of the camera. 

"You know, it feels great to be able to be myself on TV," he shares. 
Which is a remarkable sentiment from someone who has said before 
that he had a hard time grappling with his sexual orientation growing 
up during a time when gay people weren't on TV. He continues, "It feels 
very cool to be able to say, if there's a hot guy, to say it and be totally, 
absolutely myself. It's fun to have a platform and be myself with no apolo- 
gies and no second thoughts. It's a cool time we live in; it's exciting to be 
the only openly gay late night show host." 

After nearly 1,000 episodes of Watch What Happens, you'd think it 
would be hard to get guests to agree to appear on the show. After all, 
there's blush-worthy language, inappropriate touching, and on-air, un- 
inhibited drinking. But that's not the case. Cohen says they know what 
they're in for — "They come and they're along for the ride." 

With so many guests over the past six years, Cohen still has dream 
interviews that haven't happened yet. “Oh, my god, so many!” he laughs, 
citing Beyoncé and Madonna before giving up trying to count. 

In addition to his traveling show with Cooper and essentially running 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Andy Cohen. Photo courtesy of McKay Calderon 


the Bravo network (How many Real Housewives franchises have there 
been? Answer: seven in the U.S., six international, and 11 spin-offs.), the 
busiest man in Hollywood launched his own radio channel. Radio Andy, 
a 24-7 entertainment channel on Sirius Satellite Radio, launched in Sep- 
tember and, while he has plenty of experience in the world of TV, branch- 
ing out into radio will offer up a new experience for the talk show host. 

“I don’t get a ton of sleep,” he shares. “I decided when I moved to New 
York that I didn’t move here to sleep. So that’s kind of what has wound 
up happening. The truth is, I’m having a lot of fun and I just make the 
time. When you're having fun, you have the capacity to do more things." 

That lack of sleep and extra time could account for his easy, one-step 
skin regimen. "The only thing I do when I get home from the show is 
take off my makeup and then put on La Prairie before I go to bed," he 
says. "It's real fucking expensive; it's my greatest indulgence. That is my 
secret to looking so boyish at 47." 
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He's right: at $430 for a jar, that's one hell of an indulgence! But be- 
yond a luxe caviar skin cream, Cohen became a style icon for his use of 
classic tailoring. “I wear a lot of Ralph Lauren," he says. "There's a young 
designer named Todd Snyder and I wear a lot of him. A lot of classic ties 
and suits. And then for informal stuff I wear a lot of Gant [Rugger]." 

You might get to see that classic style around town after Cohen's ap- 
pearance at the State Theatre. As he hints at making appearances at gay 
clubs, Cohen had to share one last laugh. *People would be surprised to 
know just how much fun Anderson and I are having; it's really fun being 
in a duo,” he says. “And chances are you'll see us out afterwards. It's re- 
ally about having a great time. People say "Wow, I feel like we just went 
on vacation with you.' I mean, we spill the tea, we tell it all." 


For more information on AC2 and to purchase tickets, visit www.hennepinthe- 
atretrust.org. 


ТА A cracking п musici P 


Use discount code 


p б1е1699 


Qistery theatre E 
HistoryTheatre.com e 651.292.4525 E UNION Bar & Grill 


731 Hennepin Ave. * Minneapolis 


ПАТЕТЕАТІМЕ 
Thursday, October 15 
9:90-8:00pm 


ІШЕ 


| 
$ 
ЕЕ 
m] 
ША 
ЫҢ 
жа 
< 
beet 


Win tickets to sporting events 

SCORE Thursdays shirt giveaways 

Win sports merchandise and gift certificates 
Watch MLB playoffs and NFLs Thursday Night 
Game on 12 big screen TVs 


Meet other athletes and athletic supporters. 
Pick up info for local GLBT Sports Leagues 


www.theshopsatwestend.com 


FEATURED 


$ 4 AGUR., 
) el Т TWIN CITIES GOODTIME 


Anthropologie / Apricot Lane Boutique / Bergstrom Jewelers 

Blast Blow*Dry*Bar / Charming Charlie / EVEREVE / Francesca's / Glamour Nails SOFTBALL LEAGUE 
Hand & Stone COMING SOON! / Jos. A. Bank / lululemon athletica 

phresh spa • salon / Primp / Roosters Men's Grooming Center www.tcgsl.org 
Wedding Day Diamonds / White House i Black Market 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 25 


OUR LAVENDER 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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I believe that makeup is made for 
anyone that wants to wear it. Makeup is 
meant to enhance features and make the 
wearer feel confident. If you are wear- 
ing so much makeup that you feel as 
though you have on a mask, you are do- 
ing it wrong (this goes for both men and 
women). The most important thing to 
ask yourself before you slap something 
on is, “What am I trying to achieve?” 

The first step in creating a natural look 
is to moisturize. Let’s all say out loud: 
MOISTURIZE! A big reason that moistur- 
izing is so important is that with any dry 
skin you may have, makeup will cling to it 
and become very obvious. For a guy try- 
ing to pass off a very natural look, this will 
be your first giveaway. 

After moisturizing, make sure to ap- 
ply any serums or eye creams that are 
part of your daily routine. Some favorites 
of mine are Kiehls' Facial Fuel for mois- 
turizer, One Love Organics Morning 
Glory serum, and Clinique’s All About 


or feel like your face “slides off," 

this powder will save your life. I 

use a fluffy powder brush and just 
touch a little Blot Powder on my fore- 
head, down the bridge of my nose and my 
cheek area. Trust me, you will love this 
product. It is completely translucent and 
essentially does not add any extra makeup 
to your face. 

Another powder product that every 
boy loves is bronzer, and for good rea- 
son... A good bronzer can take our pasty 
Minnesota February skin and turn us into 
bronze Catalina Island goddesses! Just be 
careful, and go with a more matte bronzer. 
Otherwise, you might end up looking like 
a last call disco ball when you show up for 
brunch with grandma. A good choice would 
be Bobbi Brown Bronzing Powder. Place- 
ment of bronzer should be easy. Start at the 
hairline and go in a three pattern down the 
cheek and under the jaw. Please, remem- 
ber that a little goes a long way! Think Ryan 
Gosling, not Kim K. 


Eyes eye cream. 

Once you are good and hydrated, it’s time 
to make ourselves pretty. I am a huge fan of 
MAC Cosmetic’s Select Coverup Liquid Con- 
cealer. When applying concealer, you really 
only need to place the product where need- 
ed. I suggest a little under the eyes; starting 
closest to the nose, pat in an outward motion 
making sure to press the cream into your 
skin. The warmth from your fingers actually 
warms the product up and makes it appear 
more natural. Concealers can come in many 
forms, liquid and cream being the most popu- 
lar. I feel like liquid sits more naturally on the 


POWDER PRODUCTS 
CAN GO WRONG 
REALLY QUICK ON 

GUYS. A LOT OF THE 

REASON WHY IS THE 
FACT THAT IT SITS 
ON TOP OF OUR 

FACIAL HAIR. 


Powder products can go wrong really 
quick on guys. A lot of the reason why is the 
fact that it sits on top of our facial hair. I have 
two great tips for this. After you have pow- 
dered down, you can use a makeup setting 
spray, like MAC Cosmetic's Fix+. This prod- 
uct is meant to give you a mist of moisture 
and skin treatment, but it also can help sub- 
tly take some product off of your facial hair. 
My second tip is a little strange but hear me 
out. I will take a clean washcloth, run it under 
the bathroom faucet and ring it out very well, 
mist a little Fix+ on it and gently press it on my 
face. I don't rub or move the cloth around be- 


skin and looks smoother. If you need more 
coverage, or prefer a more "beat face," you might prefer a cream. 

The next step would be to use a tinted moisturizer. I recom- 
mend this product opposed to a foundation for the simple fact that 
it is more natural and looks more like skin. Most guys that wear 
makeup on a daily basis don't want the average person to realize 
that they are wearing something. A tinted moisturizer will help 
you achieve that. There are so many on the market right now; a 
few that I can't live without are BEA Cosmetics' Brightening CC 
Cream (this product actually adjusts to your skin tone and gives 
a nice glow to your skin), Laura Mercier Tinted Moisturizer (this 
product gives a touch more coverage but still super-natural), and 
NARS Pure Radiant Tinted Moisturizer (this cream has a won- 
derful finish that has a slighter fuller coverage, so I consider this 
more of an evening option). Personally, my skin tends to change 
with not only the seasons, but my mood, so I like to have a few 
options to play with on a regular basis. 

One product that scares guys is powder, and for good rea- 
son. You can take a naturally flawless application and turn it 
into stage time really quick with too much powder. A no-fail 
product that has been with me since probably 2000 is MAC 
Cosmetic’s Blot Powder! This is a godsend! If you have oily skin 


cause I don't want to shift the makeup around, 

but I feel this helps set and soften any makeup I have put on. 

Some products that finish off alook are clear brow gel brushed 
into the brows to set them and take any makeup residue out, and 
of course some lip conditioner. Everyone wants soft, kissable lips! 

Most of my advice so far has been for a natural daytime wear. 
You are more than welcome to interpret this how you will. If you 
like a bit of drama, go for it... Just remember that blending is your 
friend and essentially less is more. If you find that you need some 
help, or are confused, two very good options are YouTube and 
simply finding a male makeup artist at a makeup counter. 

Seasons can sometimes affect the way you wear makeup, but 
I feel like changes are aimed more toward eyeshadows and lip 
colors. The only seasonal aspect I keep in mind when creating a 
no-makeup look is skin shade. This definitely fluctuates with the 
seasons, so having at least two shades to choose from works in 
your favor. B 


Heath Bryant-Huppert is a Minneapolis-based makeup artist and 
hair stylist, named as North American Hair Awards’ 2014 Makeup 
Artist of the Year. 
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FRAGRANCE 
COUNTER 1012 


GLBI 
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PHILOSYKOS 
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Walking through a department store, you can always tell 
when you're getting close to the fragrance counter. The scents 
waft through the air, almost like one of those cartoons where the 
scents form a smoky hand that grabs you and drags you over to 
the counter. It lures you in, there’s no doubt about it. 

But once you actually get to the fragrance counter, confusion 
sets in. Countless options are splayed out before you; how do you 
decide which bottle to take home? And for members of the GLBT 


community experimenting with fragrances across the 
gender line, navigating the counter is increasingly mind- 
boggling. 

Relax and breathe. Nordstrom’s Midwest Regional Beauty 
Director, Kelly K. Edwards, says it is far from uncommon for men 
and women to cross the gender line at the fragrance counter; it’s 
all about the preferences of the individual picking the fragrance. 

According to Edwards, the important thing to keep in mind is 


30! LAVENDER | OCTOBER 1-14, 2015 


4 Diptyque Philosykos 


FREE oil change for anyone 
with Bobbie tattooed on 
their forehead! 


DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS 
FALL SPECIAL! 


2823 CENTRAL AVENUE TURBO 
темен PMS 


612-208-8461 Anything Automotive 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


OCTOBER 23&24 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


Visit the Minnehaha Mile, 


HOME TO HALF A DOZEN (AND GROWING) ` 
VINTAGE AND RESALE SHOPS! gone 


A» SCAN THIS QR CODE 
FOR A GOOGLE MAP LISTING 
‘OF ALL STORES, HOURS 
LOCATIONS 


InVision 


distinctive eyewear 


P € KOU 
< MN > 
by 


8 AS Ж Sponsored by 
www.invision-optical.com 


542 7 - ^ 2 
LAVENDER Ç to Minnehaha Falls ү 


The Minnehaha Mile • 4049 Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis • (612) 293-6863 x104 е Minnehahamile.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


Issey Miyake > 
L'eau d'Issey 


l j 
JW——— 


EAU DE ramrUM 


— = 


that a person's body chemistry determines how each fragrance 
will react or dry on his or her skin (for example, smoking and 
diet impact body chemistry). Other than that, just know what 
you're looking for. Traditionally, men’s fragrances smell a little 
more “masculine,” sometimes using notes like wood. Women’s 
fragrances tend to be a little softer and often incorporate floral or 
vanilla notes. 

That being said, there are scents that both men and women 
can easily wear; gender-neutral fragrances, if you will. “Some of 
our customer’s favorite unisex fragrances are Creed Neroli Sau- 
vage, which is very fresh and full of citrus notes,” Edwards says, 
“and Tom Ford Oud Wood, which switches gears a little with its 
warm undertones.” 

For those looking to cross the gender line at the fragrance 
counter, Edwards recommends starting with some of the fresher 
scents, like Chanel Bleu or Issey Miyake. This will help bridge 
the gap since a lot of the fresher notes in men’s and women’s fra- 
grances are the same. Above all, Edwards says to pick out a scent 
based on what smells good to the individual. She says, “Stay true 
to how you want to smell and have fun with it!” 

Edwards’ greatest advice when seeking out a fragrance is to 
not over-analyze it. “Fragrance is such a personal thing, so just 
remember to stay true to who you are,” she says. “It is always best 
to try fragrance on skin if possible. Talk to the fragrance expert 
about what scents you like or how you would like to smell. At 
Nordstrom, we offer complimentary samples of all fragrances!” 

The advent of autumn means more than just pulling out the 
sweaters from the back of the wardrobe. People know to change 


TOM FORD 
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makeup to match skin tones as they change through- 

out the year, but what about fragrances? With fall signal- 
ing the changing of the seasons, Edwards says it is a great 
time to introduce a new fragrance to your vanity shelf. 

"Although fragrances can be worn across all seasons, fresh 
and clean scents are most commonly associated with spring 
and summer, like Diptique’s Philosykos," Edwards says. “Jo 
Malone's Pomegranate Noir, due to its pink peppercorns and 
patchouli, is an example of a warmer fragrance that goes great 
with a sweater and a favorite pair of jeans." 

Still not sure which scent to bring home? Stepping up to the 
fragrance counter and understanding what you're asking for is 
the first hurdle. Make sure you are speaking in terms that the 
person behind the counter can understand and best help you. 

For example, Edwards says that there is no such thing as mas- 
culine women's fragrances or feminine men's fragrances. "We 
wouldn't categorize them that way," she says. "There are some 
men's fragrances which are softer and some women's fragrances 
which are stronger. It is all about the individual who is picking 
out the fragrance! When you pick out a fragrance based on your 
mood, a special occasion or lifestyle, you are sure to hit a home- 
run" E 


All of the fragrances described are available at Nordstrom loca- 
tions throughout the Twin Cities. Be sure to visit Nordstrom's new 
location, opening October 10, 2015 at the Ridgedale Center. 
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Christopher Straub is like a machine that never stops moving. 
Project after project, Straub's creative vision has made its mark on the 
Twin Cities landscape. His social media followers know that just in the 
past couple weeks he has finished a collection and shown at Fashion 
Week Minnesota, took on and completed an illustration project for a 
client, released a new line of sketch books іп his online store, is a style 
expert for the Mall of America, and co-hosted a morning talk show. 

Yet, with all of this going on, Straub stays true to his Minnesota 
roots. Following his Project Runway appearance, Straub made the con- 
scious decision to establish his Minnesota brand rather than relocate. 
“Гуе had plenty of opportunities outside of Minnesota but I want to stay 
here,” Straub says. “It’s my home state and we Minnesotans like to sup- 
port each other. Also, in LA and New York there are a million people 
trying to do what you do... I feel like I would get lost in the crowd.” 

Would he get lost in the crowd, though? The designer, ever a fan 
of unconventional materials, has racked up quite the resume since his 
time on Project Runway. Having partnered with Vitamin Water, Home 
Depot, and other unexpected brands, Straub brought his fashion de- 
sign to new heights. 

"I love working with unconventional materials,” he says. “It really 
allows me to be more creative and to give the viewer a WOW piece. I 
like to hear people say things like, ‘I couldn’t even tell it was made out 
of tape/tarp/mop/tile/lettuce/etc.” 

Straub has even gone as far as to proclaim on social media last 
month, “If they ever make an ‘Unconventional Materials’ season of 
Project Runway...SIGN ME UP!” 

His love for unconventional materials led him to collaborate with 
Yoplait. Yes, the yogurt giant...that Yoplait. Twin Cities fans may have 
seen his work on a billboard in downtown Minneapolis showcasing not 
only Straub’s fashions on models, but he designed the cups of yogurt 
that the models were holding as well. 

“Yoplait’s palette of colors and flavors really inspired me for this 
project,” Straub says. “For me, fashion is more than designing clothing 
— it’s about translating real-life textures and lines into statement pieces. I 
wanted to find the personality in each flavor and bring it front and center.” 

It all started with a chance meeting with representatives from 
General Mills, who then asked him to redesign their packaging for 
a nationwide Target exclusive (the limited edition cups appeared in 
Target stores in the spring of 2015). The campaign culminated at an 
event during New York Fashion Week at which guests were treated 
to butler-passed Yoplait cups featuring his designs at Lincoln Center. 

Beyond fashion design, Straub has entered the children’s market. 2014 
saw the advent of Straub’s Kickstarter campaign to fund his children’s 
book, Albert the Confused Manatee, and accompanying stuffed animal. 

“The children’s book on Kickstarter was a success and gave me the 
momentum to get the project off the ground and to continue with other 
books and toys,” he says. “In addition to the kids products, I continue to 


make leather wallets, underwear, and custom fashion designs.” 

Being an illustrator, Straub has done many drawings for 
both individuals and companies, so the book wasn’t too much of 
a stretch. “This was my first time creating something so visual and 
doing it as a children’s book was the perfect way to bring Albert the 
Confused Manatee to life,” he says. “Also, as a fashion designer, I was 
really involved in the style of the plush toy that goes along with the 
book. I helped develop the furry material that the Albert toy is 
of...I wanted him to look different from all other plush toys out there. 

From stuffed toys to the big screen, Straub’s designs were fea- 
tured in the 2012 film Death to Prom, filmed in Minneapolis. The film 
also garnered traction as a Kickstarter campaign and quickly gained 
fans and followers. Using local talent, filming locations, and services, 
the film debuted to critical acclaim. 

“At first, they E to borrow some existing dresses from my ar- 
S - "After reviewing my Collection and the script, we 


ing a prop di was to be set on fire. Seeing my designs on the 
big screen M 
Of co n yogurt cups to books and stuffed animals, Straub has 


pparel under his belt. So what creative outlet does he 
enjoy the most? “I wish I had a good answer!” he says. “I love being an 
artist and just CREATING all the time. I’m living the life that 10-year-old 
Christopher wanted his adult self to live. Each project satisfies different 
parts of my brain so ГЇЇ continue to create a wide variety of goods." 

Other than design, Christopher has other passions including fun- 
draising and political awareness. Through his product development 
with Maurices (the young women's clothing store) Christopher has 
helped raise over $400,000 for nonprofit causes including American 
Cancer Society, Child Neurology Foundation, Fraser, Make-A-Wish, 
and Children's Cancer Research Fund. 

“Giving back is something that's important to me,” Straub says. 
"American Cancer Society and Child Neurology Foundation being 
some of the closest to my heart in addition to other children's chari- 
ties and marriage equality." 

Yes, between giving back and seemingly creating new work con- 
stantly, Straub is a busy man. Just this fall he is working on two fashion 
shows that keep him "chained to the sewing machine." But that's not all. 
Fans of his children's book can expect to see two more debuting this fall: 
Rocky the Confused Platypus and Albert's Underwater ABCs. Of course, 
what would the Confused Platypus be without an accompanying plush 
toy? Add it to the Christmas list, folks, and be on the lookout for Straub’s 
latest ventures to hit shelves (and racks) in the coming weeks. | 


To stay up to date with Straub's upcoming collections, or see where 
purchase his pieces, visit www.christopherstraub.com and follow hi 
on Twitter and Instagram ((aschmistopher]. ' 
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by Patric Richardson 


Fall and winter looks of yore by Halston (fur on ultrasuede) and Bill Blass (lace atop asymmetrical dress; green, pink, and blue plaid set). Photos by Mike Hnida 


Thinking about the history of fashion, there are several names 
that come to mind. Maybe they are brands that you wear, brands 
that you covet, or brands that you see in magazines or ads. Some- 
times, brands are associated with people we know, or know of, 
like Isaac Mizrahi who always seems to be on TV in some format 
or another, or Ralph Lauren, who turned his look into a lifestyle 
and we see his houses in Architectural Digest and him and his wife 
in the society sections of magazines or the paper. What is inter- 
esting, is that the GLBT community has always had a huge influ- 
ence in the world of fashion, and we should be proud to recognize 
these people behind the brands as a part of our community. 

In historical fashion, there were many more male designers, 
so finding a lesbian in historical fashion is more difficult, but 
certainly not impossible. In fact, the biggest name in fashion was 


known to have many female lovers, some of whom were 

quite famous, but since her brand is still very strong, and 

the owners are quite litigious, I will only say that the next 

time you put that quilted bag on your arm, you know the one, 
with the braided leather and chain strap, that you are carrying the 
bag of our history. 


В RUDI GERNREICH 


The first designer I think of when I think of designers to be 
proud of is Rudi Gernreich. Rudi brought a sense of modernity to 
American fashion in the 1960s; he was one ofthe early adopters of 
the idea of women's American sportswear, separates that mix and 
match to create a unique look, rather than pieces all being made 
to match exactly. He was a dancer in an earlier life, and was very 
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interested in the motion of clothes rather than how they looked 
standing still. This idea was groundbreaking for the time, the idea 
that clothes were to move and be free. He took the boning and 
seams out of the dresses so that they would flow and move and 
not have the rigid corseted look of seasons past. 

He loved futurism, and frequently had designs of plastic or vinyl 
in his collection. He is most notorious for creating the monokini, a 
bathing suit that exposed a woman’s breasts and had suspenders to 
accentuate the bare skin. He was also an early adapter of androgy- 
ny and unisex clothing, showing boxy apparel for men and women 
and having them shave their heads to look genderless. 

The main reason, however, to be proud of Rudi Gernreich, is 
that he was a founding member of the Mattachine Society, one of 
the earliest gay rights organizations. Rudi was lovers with Harry 
Hay, founder of the Mattachine Society (and later, Radical Faer- 
ies) and was one of the original members. Even after Gernreich 
and Hay ended their relationship, he was an avid supporter of the 
organization and continued his support until he died in 1985. 

Why should we be proud? He was at the beginning of the gay 
rights movement. 


ШІ MR. BLACKWELL 

Another designer that is totally on the radar is Mr. Blackwell, 
the Paul Lynde of fashion. Mr. Blackwell started as an actor in 
Hollywood; in fact, he was born Richard Selzer and was given 
the last name “Blackwell” by Howard Hughes when he signed 
a movie contract. After a few years as a minor actor he started 
making clothes for his friends, actresses like Jayne Mansfield and 
Mae West. He made clothes for very wealthy socialites, selling his 
dresses in the '60s for upwards of $1,000. He is unique in that he 
was one of, if not the first, designers to make clothes for plus-size 
women, making his clothes available up to size 46, shaping the 
dresses to accentuate the woman’s curves. The New York Times 
wrote in 1963: “When he designs a dress, he thinks about how a 
woman wants to look across the table.” 

His brand, House of Blackwell, closed in the 1980s, mainly 
due to a shift to casual dressing, but also a victim of his success as 
a celebrity critic. The public knew of him mainly for his best and 
worst dressed list that came out every January, and unfortunately, 
so did his customers, they thought of him not for the glamorous 
and glitzy clothes, but for his sharp tongue and quick wit. I can’t 
go on without mentioning a few favorites: 

Paris Hilton: “Paris’ ‘designer’ is obviously on vacation? This is 
one Hilton that should be closed for renovation.” 

Meryl Streep: “She looks like a gypsy abandoned by a caravan." 

Mary-Kate Olsen: “She resembles a tattered toothpick trapped 
in a hurricane!” 

Why should we be proud? He used his talents in fashion to 
teach the world about camp! 


Ш HALSTON 


Thinking of designers that make us proud, we have to, have 
to, have to, mention Halston. Roy Halston Frowick went from 
Iowa to Manhattan and never looked back. The ’70s are defined 
by the look of Halston: modern, minimal, and chic. 

Halston worked in NYC making hats at Bergdorf Goodman 
and designed the pillbox hat Jackie Kennedy wore to the inaugu- 
ration. Several years later, he was backed by one of his customers 
and launched his eponymous clothing label in 1969. 

The ’70s saw Halston’s rise to superstardom; he created soft 
flowing dresses and removed all the extra details such as buttons 
and bows so that the clothes would appear architectural and mini- 
mal. He popularized chiffon dresses and, of course, ultrasuede, a 
fabric that would become his signature. He became close friends 
with Liza Minelli (swoon) and the whole Warhol set being a main- 


stay at Studio 54 in the latter part of the decade. 

To say that Halston was a superstar was an under- 
statement. Women’s Wear Daily called the ’70s “The Decade 
of Halston.” Halston appeared in magazines with his glamor- 
ous pals being Halston, never hiding his sexuality or pretending 
to date any of his chic cohorts. Believe it or not, there is even an 
episode of The Love Boat with Halston as a guest star. 

Halston’s star fell in the 1980s when his brand was sold to J.C. 
Penney and the luxurious stores, like Bergdorf Goodman, who 
had carried his clothing since its inception pulled the brand off 
their floors. Sadly, Halston died in 1990, of AIDS-related complica- 
tions, and never saw the renaissance in the look he created. 

Why should we be proud? Halston never shied from being gay 
and the world saw him as fabulous. This even extended to his 
death; his family was open about him dying from AIDS at a time 
when the mention was still taboo. The statement read “We think 
it’s best for all concerned to know the reality. We profoundly hope 
it has a positive impact on the public.” 


E BILL BLASS 


Finally, while there are so many to pick from, I have to choose 
one more and the decision is easy: Bill Blass. 

Bill Blass personifies the idea of power dressing. First ladies, ce- 
lebrities, and movers and shakers flocked to Bill Blass for wearable 
feminine fashion that had a look of luxury and power. His clothes 
radiated elegance and style, and defined the look of the socialite. 

Mr. Blass was the son of a dressmaker and, at 17, moved to 
New York City to study fashion. 

When he was 20, during WWII, he enlisted in the army, and 
was part of the 603rd camouflage battalion. The 603rd battalion 
was the visual part of the Ghost Army, a legendary unit that de- 
ceived the German army into using resources and luring them 
away from actually allied bases. They created fake army bases 
and used inflatable tanks, jeeps, and airplanes to create the effect 
of a 30,000 man force. 

After the war, Blass went to work in the garment district and 
in 1970 launched his own label, Bill Blass Limited. Doing this, 
he was the first American designer to print his name on a fash- 
ion label. The label quickly became synonymous with luxury and 
wealth; many significant ladies of the time selling out trunk shows 
and wearing Bill Blass to every event. He even began working 
with Ford in 1976 for the Bill Blass Edition Lincoln Continental. 

Expanding his brand beyond sportswear to chocolates, swim- 
wear, furs, and furniture, Bill Blass used his creativity to champi- 
on the American fashion scene. He was a founding member of the 
Council of Fashion Designers of America, the CFDA, and was a 
generous donor to GMHC and the AIDS care center at New York 
Presbyterian. While he was quiet about his personal life, he was 
an active donor and fundraiser for AIDS-related charities when 
most people were still very quiet about AIDS. 

Why should we proud? Bill Blass showed the world great 
taste and impeccable manners, but more importantly he used his 
creativity and style to help the community and the world. 


There are so many more designers that are worthy of conver- 
sation: Patrick Kelly and the Chambre Syndicale, or Willi Smith 
and Williwear, Gianni Versace dressing Hollywood, or Perry Ellis 
(oh, Perry Ellis), or Madeline Vionnet loving women “a little too 
much.” The list goes on and on, and we are the lucky ones for 
that, for as we stand strong and proud today, we still have some 
very big (and very stylish) shoes to fill. Ш 


Patric Richardson is the owner of Mona Williams, a designer and 
vintage consignment boutique in northeast Minneapolis. 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


The Leather Life Interview: 
Tim Hotchkin, International Leatherboy 2015 


Tim Hotchkin won the title of International 
Leatherboy 2015 in Dallas on Sept. 5. This is 
big news—it has been quite some time since 
Minnesota was home to an "International"- 
level leather titleholder. Shortly after Tim re- 
turned to the Twin Cities from Dallas, I had the 
chance to ask him a few questions: 

You are a leatherboy. What does that 
mean to you? 

I think I define “boy” very differently than a 
lot of people. I do love service, and it’s a huge 
thing to me. I think a lot of boys start there. 
My energy kind of leads me to a different 
path. I always think of boys on the playground, 
kinda running around and being a little bit of a 
smart-ass, and maybe taking a beating because 
they’re a little bit of a smart-ass. That’s the kind 
of boy I identify as— 

A brat. 

A brat, just a little bit—but, you know, with 
a good heart. 

How many times have you competed in 
leather contests? 

Гуе only competed three times. I competed 
for Mr. Minneapolis Eagle, and I was first run- 
ner-up. I competed for Great Lakes Leatherboy 
in Indianapolis and I won. And then I competed 
for International Leatherboy and I won. 

What was the Great Lakes Leatherboy 
competition like? 

Oh, what a great weekend! I was so relaxed 
going into it because Га prepared pretty well. 
I was amazed at how much freedom we were 
given as contestants to just kind of 

be ourselves. We were expected to be where 
we were supposed to be 15 minutes ahead of 
schedule. But other than that I got a chance to 
play in the pool, and mosh with some new pup- 
pies, and just kind of play around. 

And the International Leatherboy com- 
petition? 

It was nice. It was really well run. It was a 
little bit tighter ship than it was at Great Lakes. 
We still had some fun times, but for the most 
part I was focused on the competition. I made 
sure I was where I needed to be well ahead of 
fifteen minutes ahead of schedule. I was ready 
for everything. 

How did you prepare for the Interna- 
tional Leatherboy contest? 

I prepared for it the exact same way I pre- 
pared for Great Lakes. I was going to be using 
the same fantasy, so I got a chance to practice 


with the people who were go- 
ing to be in it. I practiced the 
speech until I knew it by heart, 
and knew the inflection I want- 
ed to give. We did three mock 
interviews the Sunday right 
before I went. I was ready. 

Tell me about the fan- 
tasy you performed at the 
contest. 

'The fantasy is me encoun- 
tering three Sirs at a bar, and 
bumping into all of them, 
which offends them. So they 
all take their frustration out on 
me in different ways. The first 
Sir bites me and punches my 
balls. The second Sir hits me 
with shock sticks repeatedly. 
The third Sir punches the hell 
out of my chest. And then, be- 
cause it's my fantasy, they all 
take me home to live happily 
ever after. 

What kind of questions 
did you get in your inter- 
view? 

I got asked about the kinki- 
est scene I had ever been in, 
and when I answered that 
question the judges were pret- 
ty silent. Two of them were 
looking at each other and writ- 
ing notes that had nothing to 
do with my interview—they 
had to do with something 
they were going to be doing to 
someone later. And one of the 
judges might have been drool- 
ing a little bit. 

So what did you think when you won 
in Dallas? 

I had been down on one knee a lot over the 
course of the weekend, and my knee was get- 
ting sore. So, that final time on stage [at the 
end of the contest], I ended up going to both 
knees, because it was just gonna be better 
for stability. When they announced my name, 
there's a great picture of me just slumped over, 
my shoulders are rounded, my fists are on the 
stage, and it's kind of that moment of relax- 
ation. It was an amazing relief. It felt great. It 
was what I wanted. 


Photo by Steve Lenius 


Now that you have the title, what do you 
want to do with it? 

I want to tell my stories. I want to get out 
there and engage people. I want to engage the 
guy who's at the event for the first time, or the 
person who looks kinda nervous being there. 

I have an Excel spreadsheet at home that 
has ideas that I’ve written down all year, and 
I have no idea what's in it, because I've been 
busy doing other things. I know I have some 
ideas of what I want to do, and I'm already start- 
ing to make some plans. I'm gonna be pulled in 
a lot of directions, and I want to make sure I'm 
going where I need to be. m 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


A Death in the Family: A Detective Kubu Mystery 
Michael Stanley 

Minotaur Books 

$26.99 


This fifth Detective Kubu novel will disturb readers 

who have formed close attachments to Kubu and 

his parents, Wilmon and Amantle. Wilmon’s murder 

straight-off leaves a distraught, grieving Kubu pulled 

off the case by superior, Jacob Mabaku. The stock 

A D E AT H trope, detective-pulled-off-case-who-must-solve-it here 

acquires rare, devastating immediacy. Wilmon's mur- 

IN THE ; der and others are revealed to be intertwined with the 

FA M | LY Konshua mine, Shoshong tribal chief and his son, and 

Chinese mining interests in Botswana’s rare earths. In 

ORE SD the end, Stanley pulls off a trifecta; deaths in Kubu's 


Porsche Cayman GTS. Forever attitude. 
family, in the Shoshong tribal structure, and his family 


of readers. Death is fast-paced and gripping; Kubu's Attitude weighs nothing. So we piled it on. Cayman is a 


frustration at his exclusion ups the tension, while his 


final lines offer a superb eulogy for Wilmon as a father sports car concept that pursues performance 
and as a man. P — В ч 2 
unconventionally. With its mid-engine design, the Cayman 


oo centers weight low in the chassis, so the саг5 center of 


Minotaur Books gravity is directly beneath the driver seat. The connection 


$25.99 I Š , Š 
Азу mystery divas tbe Jayelawless between car and driver is pure and undiluted. Test drive 
one today. 


mystery, her 23rd caper that leaves Lawless bloody 
and amnesiac in the first chapter. It's a tale of missing 
memories, present and past, a love story tainted by a 
possible murder and the death of a sister. In intrigu- Experience the th rill of the Cayman GTS. 
ing, shifting chapters of differing times and points 
of view, Hart draws the reader inexorably into this 


shape-shifter of a novel. Young Guthrie Hewett calls on Porsche Of Minneapolis 
Lawless after his girlfriend, Kira Adler, is called home 9191 Wayzata Blvd. 
| and then kept from seeing him again. Guthrie attempts г š i Ў 
Ellen Hart to visit, is rebuffed, and calls Jane to investigate. As a Minneapolis, MN 763-710-6040 
friend, she agrees to take a look-see — and then the minneapolis.porschedealer.com PORSCHE 


lights go out. Ingenious. Creepy. Hart here is at the 
top of her form. 


The Swede 


сот Karjel (Translated from Swedish by Nancy mhe Uo Deuce: new саг; 
H 

d theyperfecticanvas: to 
In 2008, Ernst Grip, a Swedish security poli | 

is Seed ds to N т York, and Ше the ex P ress yo ur se If? 


company of FBI agent Shauna Friedman, on to an 
isolated U.S. military base on the atoll Diego Garcia in 
the Indian Ocean. He is told to interrogate an already 
shattered prisoner, a Swede known only as “N,” 
concerning an Islamic terror attack in Topeka. Other 
sections of the novel take place in Thailand, in the 
aftermath of the 2004 tsunami, with a mixed-bag group 
of survivors; one of them a Swede, one a shadowy 
American cooking up a crime to take place in ... To- 
peka. Grip’s own earlier gay connections in New York, 
art thefts, and a killing leaves the reader guessing 
right to the end...and beyond. 


Harvey Kurtzman: The Man Who Created MAD and 
Revolutionized Humor in America 

Bill Schelly 

Fantagraphics Books 

$34.99 

Bill Schelly’s sweeping biography of artist Harvey 
Kurtzman (1924-1993), the man who wrote and 
created Mad, who is acknowledged a Master by the 
likes of Robert Crumb, is thoroughly researched and 
answers many lingering questions about Kurtzman’s 


amazing life and career: How did HK invent Mad? Why 

did he leave it? Schelly documents Kurtzman’s impact KL | N ГЕ М [| e S AN 
on comic art and text from the 1940s to today through 

recent interviews of surviving fellow artists and col- 

leagues Al Feldstein, R. Crumb, Jack Davis, Gilbert N. Ep 3090 HWY 61 N 

Shelton, and others, not neglecting the personal; 

family, legal disputes, and HK's final persistence in his Innovation, MAPLEWOO D M N 5 5 1 09 

work against the foes of time, Parkinson’s, and cancer. patty Soar Mal 
Schelly has written extensively on comics, including KLI N EN ISSAN .CO M 


biographies of artists Joe Kubert and L.B. Cole, and 


now this Kurtzman tour-de-force. ІШ 6 5 1 404 š 2 535 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2015 Porsche Panamera 


Grand openings are always an exciting 
time for any business. They signify a start... 
or a restart, in some cases. The freshness of 
a new location, from the paint to the flooring 
to the glass, all lead to a sense of excitement 
for the enterprise as they welcome their first 
customers. 

In the case of Carousel Auto Group’s 
Porsche dealership in Golden Valley, it is a 
renewal. The new building is larger and more 
aligned with facilitating the growth of the 
brand. Porsche Cars North America has been 
on the rise with new products adding to their 
traditional offerings. The new $10 million, 
31,000-square-foot facility, including expanded 
showroom, service, and parts areas, is a reflec- 
tion of the Twin Cities and Upper Midwest mar- 
kets want of these fine products from Stuttgart. 

One of the latest products offered by 
Porsche happens to be its most controversial. 
The families that own Porsche never consid- 
ered themselves a maker of sedans. If it has 
to have four doors, it was either something of 
an experiment that often met with disdain and 
outright hatred from its fellow coworkers or 
its enthusiasts. Four-door products ended up 
in some other form: the Cayenne SUV. By a 
single act of product design and engineering, 
the Cayenne was responsible for opening up 
new markets and customers for Porsche. It also 
opened up the possibilities for offering a four- 
door luxury automobile. 

Per my invite to inspect Porsche’s new 


Golden Valley facility, I was invited to drive a 
product that I had yet to touch from them. Last 
year, you read about my drives in the latest Cay- 
enne, Cayman coupe, and the newest offering 
from Stuttgart, the Macan SUV. At this visit, I 
was presented with the keys to Porsche’s first 
four-door luxury car: the Panamera. 

The Panamera has been around for a few 
years. Most of the reviews I read and watched 
focused on the bulbous shape that emulated an 
enlarged version of the brand’s icon, the 911. 
Some of those reviews railed Porsche for going 
with such a shape and adding a hatchback to 
the mix in a segment that calls for an upright 
sedan with a massive trunk. The truth is that 
people are buying. After all, it is a Porsche and 
there are qualities to be expected from one. 

Or, is that an assumption that could be prov- 
en either way? 

Let me be the first to say that I neither love 
nor hate the look of the Panamera. It is what 
it is: a Porsche. It is large, about the size of its 
rivals, namely the Mercedes-Benz S-Class, Lex- 
us LS, Jaguar XJ, Audi A8, and BMW 7-Series. 
The advantage over these established flagships 
is the hatchback access to an expandable cargo 
hold. The disadvantage is access to the rear 
seat in the standard wheelbase model. If you 
select the Executive version, then you will find 
a larger rear door for better exit and entry. 

The model I have is the 4S, which means 
I have a twin-turbocharged V6 and all-wheel 
drive. More on how that drives later, but the 


package itself came with black 20-inch wheels 
that give the big white hatchback four-door 
a very aggressive look. It certainly made the 
Panamera pop a bit more out on the road (and 
in its parking space). 

For the driver, the atmosphere is truly 
befitting of any Porsche. Only a few flagship 
four-door automobiles coddle the driver in a 
cockpit-type driving arena. In essence, Porsche 
made the Panamera coupe-like for the driver. 
Though everyone appears to sit low, you can 
enjoy the Panamera upright. The center con- 
soles are high, above leg height. There is a 
multitude of switches to control drive modes 
and climate control, all centered around the 
shifter for the PDK transmission. Steering 
wheel is a standard matte black style from 
“lower” Porsche models, which is fine with 
the controls on it. That would include the flip 
switches for manual shifting control. There are 
five dials of information in the instrument bin- 
nacle. The tachometer in the middle in a matte 
gray background, while the speedometer is off 
to the far left. A TFT screen is to the immedi- 
ate right with great navigation graphics and ve- 
hicle/fuel economy information. Off the center 
is a touchscreen that is easily accessible thanks 
to the high center console. 

There are four bucket seats in the Panamera. 
Each one has a high back with integrated head- 
rests. They are actually very comfortable and 
well bolstered. Power adjustments are available 
up front, while rear seat passengers get their 
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share of center console switches for climate 
controls. One thing to consider is the lack of cup 
holders in the Panamera. One answer I would 
give is to “get over it” because it is simply a 
Porsche. One cupholder up front is plenty. 

You can get a higher quality audio sys- 
tem with the Panamera 4S, but the standard 
11-speaker system is simply superb. It is much 
better than most audio systems found among 
its competitors. You also get SiriusXM, though 
app playback is done through the Bluetooth 
connection. Phone connection is also superb. 

One advantage to the Panamera above its 
competitors is its hatchback. The trunk area has 
a high floor, but a very wide self-operating open- 
ing. With the rear bucket seats up, you only get 
15.7 cubic feet. With the seats down, there is a 
total of 44.6 cubic feet of cargo room. What flag- 
ship sedan could offer such cargo space? 

'The Panamera has a choice of engines, de- 
pending on which model you choose. The 4S has 
a 3.0-liter twin-turbocharged V6 with 420 horse- 
power. According to Porsche, it can go from 0-60 
MPH in 4.6 seconds and has a top track speed of 
just over 177 MPH. Without testing these figures 
out for myself, I will attest that the Panamera 4S 


is quick and very enjoyable to drive at any speed, 
within set limits, of course. The 7-speed PDK au- 
tomated transmission is connected to this engine 
sending power to all four wheels with its Active 
Al-Wheel Drive system, part of the Porsche 
Traction Management system. 

I will admit being very surprised by the 
Panamera. For being a big four-door flag- 
ship, it actually drives like a real, honest-to- 
god Porsche...and then some. The ride is up 
there with its rival flagship sedans. Just simply 
smooth, even in Sport mode. Switch it into 
Sport Plus and things firm up quickly. Yet, the 
ride in Sport Plus is not as unyielding as with 
its sports cars in the same drive mode. Still, the 
Panamera is a stable and solid driver no matter 
which surface it will find itself on. Cornering 
yielded another surprise: a feeling of roll in the 
standard setting. That can be quickly resolved 
by switching to Sport Plus where cornering 
is absolutely flat through at any speed. Steer- 
ing is responsive with excellent on-center feel. 
Though it may be a big car, you will be sur- 
prised by how tight the turning radius is when 
at full lock. Brakes are also superb with good 
response in normal and panic situations. 


Fuel economy could be a concern for 
those who care about the bottom line in run- 
ning costs. In my time with the Panamera 4S, 
I returned an average of 18.0 MPG, which 
was about what I expected from this car. The 
sticker, however, states that this model should 
average 19.0 MPG. 

А V6-powered, rear-drive Panamera starts 
at $78,100. This well-equipped 4S example 
came with a sticker price of $113,935. Pana- 
mera models include a V8-powered GTS, two 
levels of turbocharged V8 power and the option 
of an extended wheelbase Executive model on 
select engines/trims. 

A new showroom is an attraction in itself. 
Yet, it needs to have the products to attract cus- 
tomers to it. Inside the new Porsche store in 
Golden Valley, you expect to be greeted by a 
911 and other icons on the lovely white show- 
floor. The Panamera also looks fantastic inside 
the new space. It even looks better on the road. 
In fact, it deserves to be driven anywhere you 
take one. Whether out on the countryside or in 
town, the Porsche Panamera could be one of 
the most rewarding flagship sedans one might 
even own. Bi 
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"I have a dream that my four little chil- 
dren will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the color of their 
skin but by the content of their character" 
August 28, 1963, Dx. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Sometimes I judge my life — and the con- 
tent of my character — from different seats 
Гуе occupied. 

I’m ten years old and sitting on the edge of 
a flower-patterned couch in the living room of 
my Uncle Ed’s suburban Jersey house. It’s July 
1967 and we’re watching evening news reports 
of riots in Newark where, until a year ago, my 
uncle and his family had lived. The television 
images show white policemen with batons 
beating a fallen young black man. 

“Get that n*****,” Uncle Ed yelled at the 
screen. “Beat his ass.” 

I adored my uncle in so many ways but 
somehow knew that racism had poisoned his 
brain. Shift to the early 1970s where I’m seated 
at the Sunday dinner table in my family’s Ce- 
dar Rapids dining room. As was usual, joining 
us are several transplants from my father’s 
New York City home office; this Sunday I look 
around the table and see Mr. Woody (a black 
man), the Goldsteins (a kosher Jewish family), 
and Harry and Roberta Lai (a Hong Kong-born 
Chinese husband and wife). 

The dinner conversation, rich and vibrant, 
feeds my ears with phrases like “Israeli,” “Pal- 
estinian,” “Red China,” and “Deep South.” 
Eventually, I understood that those Sunday 
dinners were antidotes to the poison of racism. 

Fast forward to a Saturday afternoon in 
the summer of 2013 where I’m seated on a 
folding chair in the front room of a north Min- 
neapolis community house. Around me are 
seven or eight transgender women, most of 
whom are strangers; all but three are black. 
It's one of the few times in my life that I'm the 
racial minority in the room. 

We share about our lives and I hear of fami- 
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lies that can’t accept and churches that shun. 
Some talk about love lost or siblings who don’t 
understand. The black women — every one of 
them — had suffered some kind of violence, ei- 
ther personally or to family members. Some of 
that violence was because they were transgen- 
der; for others, it was a consequence of living 
in a society where guns are aplenty and black 
lives fungible. 

Poison, indeed, comes in many different 
forms. 

I arrived in the Twin Cities five years 
ago to start over as a newly minted woman. 
I brought with me great hopes and the belief 
that, of all places, Minneapolis and St. Paul 
would be highly egalitarian — for those GLBT 
or of color, or foreign born, or anyone else 
considered “different.” 

Instead, what I found was a profoundly 
segregated community, particularly relative to 
skin color. With a metro population that’s 36 
percent of color, one would expect that a quar- 
ter to a third of the middle class professionals 
in either city would be non-white. 

Wrong. 

For proof, look around the next time you 
sit at a Nicollet Mall or Lowertown restaurant 
and count up the people of color, either the cus- 
tomers or the serving staff. Better yet, take a 
moment and stand in a skyway at noon on a 
weekday. Count to yourself how many profes- 
sionally dressed black or brown people pass by 
in five minutes. 

There are of course other indicators, like 
housing or high school graduation rates, both 
of which reflect that so much hard work re- 
mains to be done toward equality. 

The legal community, of which I’m a part, is 
no better: barely three percent of the partners 
in Minneapolis law firms are of color. 

Certainly, many are heroically trying to 
change the landscape. Yet, the critical compo- 
nent is white people, those who hold power. 


Most will tell you that they’re not prejudiced; 
that they believe in equality and a level playing 
field for everyone. 

Unfortunately, many of those same white 
power holders know no one who is of color. Or 
if they do, it’s not someone on their lunch or 
golf partner lists. 

The technical phrase is “unconscious bias.” 
In other words, unless you really put your 
mind to treating others equally regardless of 
their race or ethnicity, you'll likely fail. 

As a community, we are collectively failing. 

Finally, lest anyone think that I’m immune 
from unconscious bias — a more insidious poi- 
son — consider another seat I occupied. 

It's mid-summer 2015 and I'm sitting with 
a friend on the patio of a popular restaurant in 
downtown Minneapolis. When I arrived a few 
minutes ago, I plopped my purse on a third 
chair that borders the sidewalk. I don't give 
the purse a thought while several people — all 
white — walk by. 

As I’m sharing a story, I look past my friend 
and spot a solitary black man walking our 
way on the sidewalk. He's maybe in his early 
20s and dressed in low rider pants and wearing 
an oversized ball cap. Now I remember that my 
purse is within easy grabbing distance. With- 
out even a pause or missed syllable in my story 
telling, I nonchalantly reach over and shift the 
purse from chair to beside my feet. 

The black man passes by without noticing 
what Гуе just done. Or so I think. 

Like I said: poison. 

Please send more antidote. B 


Ellen (ЕШе) Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: 
A Memoir about Love, Honest and Gender Change 
(2013) and the architect of The C* Project, a new 
rural Midwest diversity/inclusion initiative (www. 
elliekrug.com/the-c-project]. She welcomes your 
comments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 
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35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus е Downtown Minneapolis e 38th Street light rail station e MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with many nearby amenities! 


MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AIDS/HIV INFORMATION 
& TREATMENT 


y, Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Offering Case Management, HIV and 
Hep C testing & HIV Education Groups 
1335 E. 23rd St., Mpls, MN 55404 
(612) 889-4636 
indigenouspeoplestf.org 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORIST 


AUTO DEALERS 


Looking to buy a new or 


pre-owned sexy car? 


All makes & Models. 
"Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


yrosedale 


EVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


x % Z= E = 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Express your style 
with our fresh flowers 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


PAUL WILLIAMS 


TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE 


An award winning automotive shop in Uptown 
510 W. Lake St., Minneapolis е 612-823-8255 


www.paulwilliamstire.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


p 


(МАСЕЛ/ 2222. 


FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Serving you for 100 years! susce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 1 


LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


mm 


construction inc. 
H's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN N 
Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency © 


C CALL US 


612-888-8МАР (7627) 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR Lcc 
612-374-5222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


INSURANCE 


ew» StateFarm: 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


ng 


763-251-8311 


Interior • Exterior e Staining 


Visit pepmsp.com for special offers. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 
2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 
deshannon46@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 
Mature Gay/Bi Men's Therapy 
ШІ Group has openings 


COMMUNITY Starts At Home £ 


COLDUJCLL 

ay lille 
— BURNET 
Making Dreams Come Home?" 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


kw PENTHOUSE IN 
KELLERWILLIAMS en SUMMIT HOUSE 


ч 


400 Groveland Ave., Mpls 
Mary Gaulke 2 BR, 2 BA, Heated Garage, 
612-275-6631 Balcony with views. 
MaryGaulke.com $415,000 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & Massage. Doing what 
you love is your job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. Trans* 
friendly. 1409 Willow Street, Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 
584.9967 www.thebalancingactmn.com 


EVENT PLANNING 


Fotobox photo booths are perfect for any event. Our 
professional attendant will guarantee your guests have a 
great time. Large booth, props, & everyone gets a print. 
www. fotoboxlive.com/twincities, (612) 246-3711. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market • Next sale: А 
FALL FLING - OCTOBER 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Wed 1-7, Thur-Fri 
10-7, Sat-Sun 10-6 * 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, 
MN. www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours Custom Designed 
Jewelry, we create unique engagement & wedding 
rings, & more! Expert jewelry restorations &repairs. 
Passion fuels everything we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, (612) 746-0508. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - Professional investigators 
providing services to individuals, corporations, insurance 
companies and attorneys. Licensed, bonded, and insured 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. www.authenticinvestigations. 
com. (612) 871-7244. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your electric bill with 
Energy Concepts. Great incentives available now for limited 
time for solar electric and thermal! Call for free evaluation. 
www.EnergyConcepts.us, (715)381-9977. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday parties, 
corporate events, wedding receptions, and more! An 
incomparable experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your event needs. 
TheCrownRoomRogers.com, (763) 428-8181. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing іп Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 

www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-gbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 
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Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota’s LGBTA Chorus. Building 
community and creating social 
change by lifting our voices in song. 
732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus' transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 
www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tegsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 


Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800] 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


The Ole Grind(r)stone 


Earlier this week, I was sitting in a conference room at a client’s of- 
fice waiting for a meeting to begin. Next to me sat a twentysomething 
gay man who was furiously swiping the screen of his cell phone. 

Because I like to keep up with what the youth of today are doing with 
their gadgets, I asked, “What are you playing on your phone? PacMan?” 

“PacMan! Are you from the 1800s?” he asked. “No, it’s an app called 
Grindr. It shows you if there are men nearby who want to have sex 
with you.” 

“Good lord!” I exclaimed, clutching my chest. 

“Are you judging me?” he asked. 

“Well, yes, of course I am. I’m a 50-year-old woman. That’s what we 
do: judge the actions of the young,” I said. “Now, show me how it works.” 

For you middle-aged folks who still have flip phones, Grindr is basi- 
cally the same thing as closing time at a bar — a desperate hour near 
dawn when you grab the nearest random stranger and drag them off to 
have sex. Except Grindr never closes. You simply open the app and a 
bunch of photos pop up along with details on how close they are to your 
current location. 

“Look,” my young friend said, pointing at a photo, “there’s someone 
in this office — just a few feet away — who wants to have sex.” 

We both pivoted in our chairs and glanced out the conference room 
windows. There he was, sitting in a cubicle, staring at his phone! 

“Are you going to have sex with him?” I asked. Suddenly, this busi- 
ness call just got a lot more interesting. 

“Of course not!” he exclaimed. “Не” in a cubicle.” 

“Is it because it’s too public or do you just have a prejudice against 
people who work in cubicles?” I asked. 

“A little of both,” he said. “But here’s a guy! Looks like he’s just 
across the street. And he’s got an office. Hey, cover for me. I’ll be back 
in 15 minutes.” 


As my colleague trotted across the street to perform his dirty little 
business, I reflected on how dating has changed since I was a girl. 

It used to be that you had to make quite an effort to have sex with a 
stranger. Here’s how it worked: 

First you spend a few hours on the phone (a landline!) arguing with 
friends over the best bar to hit that evening. 

Then you dress. 

Then you look at yourself in the mirror, shake your head at yourself 
in disgust, tear off all your clothes and dress again. 

On your way to meet your friends, you get your hopes up. Tonight is 
the night! Something magical is going to happen! You are going to meet 
your true love at last!! 

When you get to the bar, you start drinking and scheming. You scope 
out the crowd and pick out a target for your affections. 

After a few drinks, you work up the nerve to talk to her. 

It doesn’t go well. 

A few more drinks. A new target. Another attempt to chat her up. 

It doesn’t go well. 

Repeat above actions a dozen times. 

After spending a lot of money and getting very drunk, the bartender 
announces closing time. While staggering to the door, you accidentally 
slam into another drunk. She may be beautiful. She may be a gargoyle. 
Doesn’t matter. You go home together. 

My colleague arrived back just as our meeting began. He was cov- 
ered in sweat and self-satisfaction. 

“Did I miss anything?" he whispered. 

I thought back to my days of heavy dating labor, when you had to 
employ a powerful combination of wit and alcohol to lure someone into 
bed. It could be soul-crushing, but it was also a lot of fun. “Yep,” I said, 
“you missed a lot." B 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Sf DECLARACION 
2 ( DE DERECHOS 
HUMANOS- 


POR RODRO 


A MUCHOS LA 
DECLARACION DE 


[DERECHOS ALMA- 
NoS LES DUELE- 


Declaration of Human Rights. 
Charte des droits humains 


Ouch! How painful! 
Ayoye! Ça fait mal! 


The Declaration of Human Rights hurts 
many people. 
La Charte des droits humains fait mal à 
plusieurs. 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover 


Isey & Nell Married May ‘14 
antha Fronek Photography 
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FOREVER STARTS HERE 


$50 OFF YOUR 
WEDDING BAND 

PURCHASE OF 
$350 OR MORE! 
Use promo code: 
LVD100 


ode w dA S, 


rnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | West End | Eden P 


NOW OPEN IN ST. CLOUD & COMING SOON TO 


*Offer valid in store and online. Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon G, ferragio, SE C 
mounts or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one pere le. | 


